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In Lourdes, for instance,  the Higher Stations, in 

steeply-rising ground behind the Basilica of the 

Immaculate Conception, consist of life-size figures 

depicting all of the cruelty and barbarity of the 

Crucifixion and of Christ’s painful journey to Calvary.  

And then the ground drops away, just as steeply, 

along a winding path, and you discover the 15th 

Station. A simple circular rock that has clearly been 

rolled away from the entrance to a cave.  There are 

no figures, no explanation, just a dramatic illustration 

of Christ’s victory over death with a simple inscription 

in Latin "He is Risen".  I don’t think the introduction of 

the 15th Station detracts from the sorrow and sadness 

of the Way of the Cross. Rather it is intended to give 

the message that Death was not the end, and as such 

gives us hope for the future.  In our own church, 

when I walk the Stations on my own, and arrive at the 

14th, to help dispel the intense sadness and shame I 

often feel, I turn to the Easter Garden window above 

the Sanctuary and feel my heart being lifted in 

Christ’s Resurrection.  That’s my 15th Station.  

For hundreds of years, probably since the time of St 

Francis of Assisi, although there have been variances 

in numbers and different stations in different parts of 

the world, the Stations of the Cross more traditionally 

consisted of 14 Stations, when we accompanied Jesus 

from his condemnation by Pilate to his burial in the 

tomb.  The “Way of the Cross” has always captured 

the sheer heart-breaking journey of Christ’s passion, 

ending with his death on the cross and his body being 

laid in the tomb, when “all came sorrowfully away”.  I 

find the Stations to be a deeply moving experience 

whether undertaken as part of a Parish service or on 

my own. I think each one has a message for us of Our 

Lord’s ultimate self-sacrifice for my sins.  It is generally 

recognised that around 30 years ago Pope St John 

Paul the Second endorsed a 15th Station, the 

Resurrection.  More and more we encounter this 15th 

station in churches where it can be incorporated.  
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On a cold but sunny day in January, 

some twenty four Parishioners 

gathered together at the Briery Centre 

in Ilkley for the third Parish Retreat 

day. 

Led once again by Florence Begley, the 

day provided a wonderful opportunity 

for personal prayer and reflection on 

the theme of “Becoming an 

Accompanying Parish”. The Group 

discussed various scenarios addressing 

questions such as how people are 

welcomed, accepted, or forgiven.  

Pope Francis teaches us that as 

The Briery 
Parish Retreat  

accompanists, our task is to 
listen and guide, and not to 
judge or condemn.    The 
day was extremely 
interesting and made 
particularly enjoyable by 
the lovely home-cooked 
food!   
A note for your diary … 
next year’s Retreat will be 
held on Saturday 25th 
January. We hope as many 
parishioners as possible will   

The lesser-known saints of Holy Week 

 
 

My final example is Joseph of 

Arimathea.  He is mentioned in all four 

Gospels and seems to have been a 

prominent member of the Jewish 

community. He was a disciple of Jesus 

but John tells us that fear made him a 

secret one. Yet this fearful man 

proved brave enough to go before 

Pilate and ask to be allowed to 

remove the body for burial. This was a 

very courageous act given the 

circumstances and that Jesus had 

been deserted by most of his disciples 

including one young man who fled the 

scene of his arrest naked and Peter 

who denied him thrice. 

There are many more characters – 

multiple Marys including his mother, 

other named women who had 

ministered to him, the centurion, the 

two thieves crucified with him and the 

Evangelists include them all for a 

purpose. It is good to think about 

what their inclusion has to say to us 

today. One final thought; one thing 

has always stayed with me from doing 

the Stations at Lourdes. It is the 

expression of hatred on the faces of 

some of the bystanders conveyed by 

the sculptor of the life sized figures. It 

reminds us that there were ordinary 

people there that day who acquiesced 

in what took place. A salutary lesson 

for us all. 

Frank Bowe 

I am writing this piece in Lent, a time 
when our thoughts turn to the 
centrality of our Christian faith, the 
passion, death and resurrection of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The Gospels tell the story and we are 
familiar with the main characters after 
many years of reflection and 
participation in liturgies and 
devotions. There are other, lesser 
characters that play their part in the 
story and add to the narrative and it is 
on them that I wish to focus here. 

Take for example the incident at the 
arrest of Jesus when a servant has his 
ear cut off (he is named as Malchus in 
John`s Gospel). Only in that Gospel is 
the swordsman identified as Peter and 
only in Luke`s Gospel is the servant 
healed. The inclusion of the incident in 
all four Gospels enables Jesus to 
condemn violence, to heal the wound 
and to fulfil the scriptures and his own 
predictions of the way in which he 
was to die. The naming of Peter by 
John emphasises the major role he is 
to play as the Gospel unfolds. Malchus 
plays a not inconsiderable part at the 
start of the passion narrative. 

Next is Simon of Cyrene. He only 
appears in the three synoptic Gospels 
and appears to be selected at random 
to help carry the cross. Perhaps the 
soldiers thought he looked like a 
strong man? Mark says he is the 
father of Alexander and Rufus and 
perhaps they were well known to the 

 

community for whom Mark wrote his 
Gospel. What is certain is that he lives 
on in history as the man who helped 
Jesus in his hour of great need. 

Another person of interest is Veronica 
who does not figure in any of the 
Gospel accounts but who is 
remembered in the Stations of the 
Cross. In his journey along the Via 
Dolorosa Jesus encounters many 
women and in Luke`s Gospel 
particularly he speaks to them in a 
prophetic way. I have always 
imagined that Veronica might have 
been one of those women and her 
action in wiping his face would have 
been done by any caring woman in 
those circumstances. It is a very 
edifying tradition maybe rooted in 
fact. I like to think so. 

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus by 
Jean Baptiste van Eycken (1809 - 1853) 

 

be able to join  us. Numbers  attending 
have grown     each      year      which      
says something of how worthwhile the 
day really is!     
Beth Street 

  

“ Open our eyes, O God, to 
perceive the gifts You have given 
us, and to honour the different 

gifts which our brothers and sisters 
offer us” 

 



 

  

Travels in the Holy Land 
Last September David and I, both now 

retired, flew out to Tel Aviv for the beginning of a 3-

week visit to the holy lands of Israel, Palestine and 

Jordan.  It was my first time in the Holy Land but a 

second trip for David who had spent 5 months as a 

volunteer on a Galilean kibbutz in 1980.  Our visit 

included Tel Aviv, Galilee, the Golan Heights, Jordan, 

Jerusalem, the West Bank, the Dead Sea and 

Masada and we were also able to revisit the kibbutz 

where David had worked so many years ago.  We 

had planned the travelling, accommodation and 

many of the visits to different sites ourselves, but 

we benefitted enormously from days with excellent 

guides in Galilee and Jerusalem as well as organised 

trips to Jordan and the West Bank.  Touring historic 

and contemporary sites and engaging with our 

Israeli Jewish, West Bank Palestinian and Jordanian 

Christian guides gave us a fascinating insight into 

the 3000-year history and the resulting sensitive 

and complex politics of the region. 

There are so many wonderful images to remember 

as well as emotional experiences: sunrise over the 

Sea of Galilee, praying at the Western Wall in 

Jerusalem, looking into Syria from the Golan 

Heights, a hot, exhausting but exhilarating day at 

Petra, the solemn and subdued day we spent at Yad 

Vashem - the Holocaust Memorial, floating in the 

Dead Sea, the variety of salads and fish, and 

hummus with everything!  Rather than trying to 

describe all that we experienced we would like to 

highlight some key moments. 

The Galilee (as it is known locally) was beautiful and 

we spent time at Tiberius, Cana, Nazareth, 

Capernaum, Tagbha and Caesarea Phillipi but the 

high point was Magdala.   

 

 

 

 
 

Magdala is situated by the Sea of Galilee between 
Tiberius and Capernaum.  In 2009, as foundations 
were being prepared for a new hotel, the ancient 
town of Magdala was discovered and uncovered 
including streets, shops, the synagogue, the 
purification baths and the roadway to the sea.  The 
date of this town is from the 3rd century BC to the 
1st century AD and it is highly likely that Jesus would 
have spent time here during his ministry in Galilee.  
It was a powerful experience to walk along first 
century streets and enter the synagogue.  A 
beautiful church has been built in Magdala with the 
altar in the shape of a boat and pillars dedicated to 
many of the women from the Gospels such as 
Martha & Mary, Joanna & Susannah, Mary of 
Magdala and Salome. 

In Jerusalem there was so much to see, from the 
excavations of the City of David from 3000 years ago 
to the Garden of Gethsemene to the Pool of Siloam.  
Temple Mount was particularly memorable with 
incredible views over the city and the beautiful 
Dome of the Rock from where we walked down to 
the Western Wall to pray.  Along the way we 
encountered Jewish family groups, accompanied by 
noisy musicians, who were escorting young boys to 
the Western Wall to celebrate their Bar Mitzvah. 

The highlight of our 3-day tour of Jordan was the 
ancient city of Petra that truly deserves its status as 
one of the Seven Wonders of the New World. 
Abandoned and hidden for 500 years behind 
mountains are the remains of a whole civilisation. At 
the end of a mile-long narrow gorge the iconic 
Treasury Building emerges, before another 10 miles 
of trekking taking in ancient streets, amphitheatres, 
a hilltop monastery and hundreds of hillside tombs. 

We had a truly memorable pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land and so much to continue pondering several 
months later and maybe we will be lucky enough to 
visit this special place another time in the future. 

Linda Pennington 



 

 

For 2 weeks in  March 2019, Otley hosted its first ever night 
shelter for 10 male destitute asylum seekers, who are 
waiting for their asylum claims to be heard. The Shelter 
was set up by representatives from Otley Churches and the 
Otley Welcomes group alongside a WYDAN co-ordinator 
(West Yorkshire asylum seeker network). Night shelters 
have been set up by WYDAN for the past 4 winters in 
volunteer churches throughout the Leeds area.  
We had several months of preparation involving training, 
finding volunteers and allocating them to one of the 5 daily 
tasks: welcoming, socialising, cooking, sleeping over at 
night or supervising breakfast and cleaning. Others washed 
our guests’ bedding or personal clothing and some 
provided showers in their own homes. Support and advice 
were always available from WYDAN so that we did not feel 
we were doing it on our own.                    
We were fortunate to have the complete use of the (now 
empty) Salvation Army venue on Newmarket. Upstairs was 
used as a bedroom and downstairs was a social area and 
place to eat. We had 66 volunteers, many from Churches 
Together in Otley, including 12 from the Catholic church. 
New friends were made across Otley as people met and 
worked with each other for the first time. One volunteer 
commented: ‘It was a great privilege and a lot of fun to 
meet with the guests and also to meet with - some for the 
first time - so many lovely members of our own community 
in Otley’.             
The fortnight went well, and we all enjoyed getting to know 
the guests and chatting with them in the evenings. 
Comments include: ‘I enjoyed my interaction with the 3 
young men with whom I spent most time - whether helping 
with English, sharing a meal, or playing board games’.  
‘Everything was extremely well organised and all the 
volunteers I met were delighted to be able to contribute in 
their own way’.  
Enormous quantities of eggs and tuna were consumed, and 
that was just for breakfast! Similarly, an amazing number of 
bananas and satsumas were eaten for snacks and available 
to   take   out   for   the   day.     Cake,   however   did   not 
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Baptisms 
Elliot Collins 
Oliver Casey 

Kristian Bennett 
William Rhodes 

Recently Deceased 
Maureen Burnham 

Mary Simmonds 
Mary Smith 

Dermot Shilton 
Tony Gilmartin 

 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May they rest in peace. 

 Amen 
C o n f i r m a n t s  -  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9  

 
 

Congratulations to all of those young people who were recently Confirmed. And our very grateful 
thanks go to all the Catechists who helped prepare the candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

The Parish is blessed indeed! 

 

prove popular, to our surprise. In the evenings our 
volunteer cooks provided varied and interesting vegetarian 
and Halal meat meals. We had some musical 
entertainment, as well as games (UNO being one of the 
most popular) some help with improving English speaking 
was offered and we had the loan of a pool table which 
proved popular. The visit to Clitheroe House for St Patrick’s 
day was enjoyed by those who went.   
Money that was raised by Otley Churches and Otley 
Welcomes enabled us to provide our guests with fresh 
food for meals and snacks, bus passes to travel in and out 
of Leeds (to access the many organisations that provide 
differing help for them), top up for their mobile phones 
and a financial gift.  We enjoyed a final celebratory evening 
meal with nearly 50 volunteers and guests.   
David Evans 

 

 

 

Annabella Barclay, Molly Broughton, Joseph Cockroft, Ciaran Diamond, Harriet Firth, Eddison Gallagher-
Thompson, Katie Heyburn, Alicia Jessop, Edward Johnson, Leo Kowalski, Annalena Kraam, Ruby Lawrie, Flynn 
Macbeth, Clara Morton, Niamh O’Hara, Caoimhe O’Hara, Billy Pedley, Thomas Poole, Joshua Shepherd, 
Matilde Sfredda, Holly Taylor, Christina Vickers Magarry, Heather Voller, Clara Agnew, Marek Bucholc, Pierre 
De Beco, Lily Dunning, Niamh Emmott-Casey, Beth Harron, Freddie Healey, Charlie Hodgson-Wood, Ruby 

Hodgson-Wood, Eva McCrory, Harry McCrory, Jessica Rawstron, Thomas Reavey, Edie Stokey, Jack Stokey, 
Eliza Street, Leona Vaduthala and Edith Wraithmell. 
 

 

 

 

  
Our Lady & All Saints Catholic Church.  www.olasotley.org 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

 
 


