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Fr Lawrie's message for Christmas
“Any spare change” was a request often heard
on the streets of our major cities, towns and
occasionally nearer home in Otley. Usually
coming from ground level from someone who
had their worldly possessions gathered round
them. So what’s our response, do we walk past
pretending not to hear, do we stop and offer a
few bob or at the least go off and return with a
sandwich or a cup of coffee, which is not always
graciously received?
Perhaps the challenge we face is what do we
have to “spare”? Many people are dependant,
through no fault of their own, on foodbanks
and the like supported and staffed by people
who have something to “spare” be it food, time
or care.
None of us know the background or
circumstances of the individuals asking
for our help, be they on our streets or
dependant on the generosity of others
or the reasons why their life has come
to this. The temptation is to judge and
not always sympathetically. One of our
Advent prayers at Mass asks us to

“judge wisely the things of earth that we might
hold firm to the things of heaven”.
As we come to the end of the season of Advent
and its time of preparing for the One who is to
come, can we “spare” more than a thought or a
prayer for those less fortunate than ourselves.
After all, the God we worship did not “spare”
Himself, but changed to be one like us, “that we
may have life and have it to the full”.
That life is freely given to us all in the Christ child
who comes among us this year to bless our
families, our Church and Our world. May these
Christmas blessings encourage us to change
what we have to spare into a blessing for
someone else.
Father Lawrie

New birth: new hope
“And the Word was made Flesh and dwelt
amongst us.”
Every new birth brings change, none more so than
the birth of Jesus, who restored our relationship
with our Creator. But even the more ordinary births
change the world in ways that are beyond our
knowledge. Mothers, fathers and siblings are
immediately changed, but so too are communities
and from there go ripples of change through the
whole world. Daniel has brought our family so much
joy already and we hope that the ‘word’ that God
speaks through Daniel will bring even more joy to
his community and the world. We hope for a world
where every child is cherished as a unique addition.
We hope for a world where every child is
recognised as a person with gifts that will be
allowed to flourish. We hope for a world where
each and every person can tell the story God has
written on his or her heart. Phillipa Knaggs

One of our eldest
Parishioners sent
these words for our
very youngest:
I hope baby Daniel
can look forward to a
peaceful world where
we can all live happily
together.
As Christmas is a celebration of the Holy Family
and the birth of Jesus, family life should be
uppermost in our hearts. Hopefully we can revert
to being a bit more kind and loving to each other.
As Daniel grows up let's hope he's inspired to
offer a helping hand to someone who is lonely,
especially at Christmastime. In days gone by,
families had very little but they shared what they
did have. I think there's a lesson there for us all.

Happy 100th Birthday, Norah!
The whole Parish would wish to join in sending our
congratulations and best wishes to Norah Hollins on her
100th birthday! When she was reminiscing about her long
life in Otley this is what Norah had to say: “I have lived in
Otley most of my life and sadly the main changes I have seen
are closures. From the bandstand to the tennis courts, the
swimming baths - where we spent most of our leisure time
as a family; the police station, the hospital - the people of
Otley pulled together to have a new hospital built which was
then unused! But the fight of the people have the hospital
up and running now. Shops closing, cafés taking their place
on every corner. The Mechanics Institute, later named the
Civic Centre, was a very busy hub over the years offering a
great variety of activities and is now unused. Post offices
closing; banks are closing and technology is taking over.
Those of us who are used to paying our bills in person are
expected to understand the internet!
We had Whitsuntide processions, buses with helpful, muchloved conductors, a busy rail service - all gone now; babies in
big Silver Cross prams, now buggies ... we used to have our
own named doctor, and we always had visits.
I was a dinner lady for 19 years, first at St Josephs on Crow
Lane next to a smelly gasometer then after that closure, to
the newly built St Joseph’s next to Our Lady and All Saints
church which is thriving, as is St Mary's Secondary school.
There have been so many changes in Otley but I would not
wish to live anywhere else!”

Our special day
Seventeen of our young Parishioners received their
Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday 27th
November. They led the Mass the following Sunday
and reminded everyone that receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation is not the end ...
but the beginning.

My Confirmation made me feel even closer to God and
more part of the Catholic community.
Esther
It made me feel happy and nervous but allowed me to
feel closer to God and his family.
Tallulah
My confirmation made me feel special and close to God.
Mia
During my confirmation, I felt excited to enter
fully into the family of God.
My confirmation made me feel happy, proud and
part of God’s family. When Father Lawrie
confirmed me, I felt happy and relieved.
Lily
My confirmation made me feel closer to God in my
faith journey.
Daniel
It was scared before I went up but when I was
confirmed I was happy.
Abigail
I was extremely nervous and my legs were shaking
erratically. The most nerve-racking thing was
walking up the aisle but when Father Lawrie
blessed me, I felt like God was inside me.
Joseph

Our loving Father in Heaven, thank you for having created us in love, made us your children through
Baptism, bestowed us with the gifts of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation and constantly nourishing us
with the Holy Eucharist. Thank you for loving us through all the people in our lives.
May we follow their examples by
growing our faith in you every day, living our life in love, courage, humility and unity,
coming forth, serving our communities and the needy in all the little ways that we can.
Mother Mary, gentle Mother of Peace, pray for us.
St. Joseph, Loving head of the Holy Family, pray for us.
All the saints and angels, pray for us.
All the holy souls, pray for us.
We make all these prayers through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our World Matters
Earlier in the school year, each class at St Josephs looked at climate change and considered the
questions: What is climate change? How is it impacting our world and what could we do as a school to
affect it?
Firstly, with the help of parent volunteers, trees were planted in the school grounds by every class.
Carrying spades, tree food and tree saplings the great planting began. It was lovely being outside in the
fresh air knowing that our tree planting would benefit the next generation.
At the same time the children participated in an initiative suggested by CAFOD. After watching an
assembly entitled ‘Eyes of the World’ the pupils were encouraged to promote action that would
protect our planet. The children were informed about the important meeting of all the world leaders,
that would happen in November known as COP26, where decisions would be made to affect climate
change. CAFOD asked everyone to play their part. Each class made a display letting the Government
know that all our eyes were watching them to ensure that they would make decisions that would help
stop the climate crisis.
As a school we realised our impact would be small but if everyone made little changes then the impact
could be BIG. So…we can try to: walk to school more, turn off lights when leaving the classroom, use
both sides of paper, reduce the amount of food wasted, bring a reusable water bottle to school
and use less plastic.

